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Reunion Weekend

A Message from the President
John A. Venturella, Ed. D.

“Does my giving really make a difference?” That is a question I am often asked when
I approach people for a gift especially for the Central Catholic Fund and the Cost of
Education Partnership Program. Does, for example, supporting the silent and live auctions at our Gala really make a difference for the students at Clearwater Central Catholic
High School? My answer to these questions has always been a resounding “YES.”
What has been accomplished because of our generous donor support? What goals are
yet to be accomplished? How can you help us with these goals?
Our recent accomplishments supported by your annual giving include: (1) security
cameras throughout the campus; (2) smart boards in classrooms; (3) computers in the
library; (4) professional development for administrators and teachers; (5) new gymnasium floor; (6) new synthetic playing surface and all-weather track for Marauder Stadium; (6) air conditioners for two buildings; (7) refurbished chapel and
Campus Ministry Center; (8) hiring of two new learning specialists; (9) baseball batting cage; and (10) upgrades to our football and wrestling locker rooms.
What are our plans for the future? In addition to our new Dean of Learning and Achievement and two new Learning Specialists
as part of our innovative “student-centered” administrative model, the need for a Collaborative Learning Commons is very
apparent. This Learning Commons might involve totally new construction or perhaps the renovation of what has been traditionally our library space in the Hurley Building. In either case, there is a need for (1) computers, projectors and smart boards;
(2) collaborative learning stations, individual learning settings, distraction-free testing/learning rooms and high-tech equipment; and (3) software for reading, writing, math, college and career readiness, and spiritual and personal growth.
Additional plans for CCC include: (1) Phase Two of our stadium complex project; (2) covered walkways between campus class
rooms; (3) refurbishing building roofs; (4) air conditioning units for remaining buildings; (5) smart boards in all classes; (6)
Learning Management System for curriculum development (mapping); and (7) Science lab equipment and supplies.
Does your giving really make a difference? Looking back, the answer is clear. Looking ahead, your giving is more important
than ever and, as you can see, we have plenty of exciting plans to put it to good use. Your gifts will support deserving students,
dedicated and inspirational faculty members, outstanding academic programs and the day-to-day operations that make an
education at CCC a rich and rewarding experience.
How long has it been since you came back to campus? If you have not visited lately, now is the time! Come to a game, play,
reunion, or take a tour. I promise that you will be amazed.
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Message from the
advancement director
50 years of Celebrating “Excellence in Education”
Last year we all celebrated 50 years that Clearwater Central Catholic High School has
been making a difference in the lives of young people. As one who values the quality of a
Catholic education, our tradition of excellence in the classroom as well as on the athletic
field has defined our school during these years. Now it is time for Clearwater Central
Catholic to move in a Bold new direction and towards a future that will greatly benefit
our students, faculty, alumni and community.
I wish to acknowledge in the Annual Report of Donors all of you for your ongoing support of Clearwater Central Catholic
High School and its mission. CCC’s legacy and its future directly correlate to the outstanding support of the “CCC Family”parents, faculty, alumni, students, grandparents, alumni families and friends. As participants, volunteers and donors you are
simply unparalleled in making CCC the best school in the Tampa Bay area.
This year’s Central Catholic Fund is providing our students with the solid foundation they need to be successful in today’s
world. Your generosity truly makes a difference and it demonstrates to everyone how important annual giving is to the life of
the school. Your vote of confidence helps us continue providing the highest quality instruction and helps prepare tomorrow’s
leaders for a global society.
Your generosity, at any level, remains a vote of confidence in our efforts to provide the very best student-centered education
for our students. Your participation truly makes a difference! Please let us count you among those who support our Central
Catholic Fund. Your generosity is most appreciated.
In closing I would like to take the opportunity to encourage all alumni and friends to connect with us through our website,
LinkedIn and Facebook pages that feature all of the latest alumni and school accomplishments and activities. Stay in touch and
let us know what CCC alums are up to. We are always on the lookout for interesting and or noteworthy accomplishments from
our alumni. If you know of someone who would be terrific to feature or you would like to update your new contact information, let us know by e-mail at ccchsalumni@ccchs.org.
May God richly Bless,

Dick Falls

Faculty Retirement
At the end of this school year we will bid a fond farewell to English faculty member and
department chair Mrs. Anita Huenke who is retiring after 32 years of commitment and
dedication to the students at CCC!
Share your memories, photos and best wishes on Facebook or email to ccchsalumni@ccchs.org
and we will share them with Mrs. Huenke.
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Father Carl Melchoir
Growing up in Tampa and being a student at Jesuit
High School my only knowledge of Clearwater
Central Catholic High School was the unusual gym
on campus. I always felt it was the greatest home
court advantage in high school sports. Therefore,
I did not have a particular fondness for CCC.
However, after my ordination in 2009 I was assigned to St. Catherine of Siena Catholic
Church in Clearwater. At the request of Bishop Lynch, and affirmed by my pastor Fr. Ken
Malley, I began spending time on campus. Getting to know the faculty, staff, and students
was a tremendous blessing and my lack of fondness based on a basketball gym was just
a memory. I can say without any hesitation that CCC began to take hold of my heart.
Unfortunately, my direct contact would only last a year and a half as I was reassigned from
St Catherine to the Office of Vocations.
In my assignment as the Director of Vocations it is my ministry to help young people see
the face of God in their lives and His call- vocation (from the Latin Vocare) that He has
for each and every person. Living out this ministry takes me to high school and college
campuses as well as youth groups and all of our parishes in the Diocese, and though I
love this ministry and being present at all the places it takes me, there is a particular joy
when I get to return to CCC.
Under the guidance of Mr. Andy Shannon, CCC’s director of Campus Ministry, the students have an openness and healthy curiosity about God and the unconditional love He
has for each of them. They are attentive and engaging in listening when I or some of our
college seminarians speak with them. It is not just the upperclassmen as the same can be
said for the freshman class when we introduce them to the subject of vocation and God’s
love in a two hour vocation rally on campus complete with music; talks by a seminarian
and religious sister; videos; small group discussions led by members of the peer ministry
team; and finally, time for quiet reflection.
The immortal coach of the Green Bay Packers, Vince Lombardi, told his team at one of
his first meetings that they were going to “relentlessly pursue perfection knowing full well
that perfection could never be achieved but in relentlessly pursuing it they would achieve
excellence.” This quote can easily be applied to the students, faculty, and staff of CCC.
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CCC'S CORE VALUES
Inspiring Excellence ~
Holy Family Icon
installed in the Chapel
May 2014.
Gift from the Zbella Family

We oﬀer excellent academic,
athletic, and co-curricular
programs, attracting and retaining the very best administrators, faculty and staﬀ.
We motivate each student to
continue successfully onto
college, and/or other lifelong
learning experiences.
Three

Celebrating CCC's Alumni Priests
In its 51-year history
Clearwater Central Catholic
High School has celebrated the
graduation of nearly 6,000
students.
In that time, six alumni have
dedicated their lives to the
priesthood:
Fr. Robert Cannon ’70
Fr. Tom Madden ’73
Fr. Isaac (Christopher) Ross ’82
Fr. Joel Kovanis ’86
Msgr. Stanley Deptula ’88
Msgr. David Toups ’89
Following are excerpts from
interviews with these alumni.
Visit ccchs.org for the complete
interviews.

"My only goal, and it continues to be so, is to strive to be the best
that I can be and to help as many people get to Heaven as possible."
							 - Msgr. David Toups

Msgr. David Toups

"I’m very grateful that religious education
was a part of every semester, it continues
to remind our young people that there are
answers to their questions, and that our
beautiful Catholic faith goes all the way back
to Jesus Himself."

The most recent graduate to enter the priesthood was David Toups, who
has held several positions including associate director of the Committee
for Clergy, Consecrated Life, and Vocations for the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops in Washington, D.C., as pastor in Spring Hill and Tampa,
as an author, and as Rector and President at St. Vincent de Paul Regional
Seminary in Boynton Beach, the post he currently holds.

Msgr. David Toups

CCC'S CORE VALUES
Living Faith ~
We ensure that each student
grows in faith. Catholic
teachings, traditions and
experiences are essential
components of a Clearwater
Central Catholic education.
Four

CCC: Tell us a little bit about your time at CCC.
Toups: I moved with my family to Florida the beginning of my junior
year of high school from a small town in south Louisiana. I found
CCC to be a very welcoming and loving community in which I immediately immersed myself and was embraced by my classmates. For
those who know me well, I was not shy about introducing myself and
throwing myself into the life of being a new Marauder.
CCC: What was your involvement with the Church during high
school? Were you voted “Most likely to become a priest?”
Toups: My home parish is St. Cecelia’s and even late in high school
I was still a lector at Sunday Mass. My parents gave me the great
foundation of always knowing that my weekly presence at mass
was essential. As Catholics, it is a good reminder to each of us
that Sunday mass should not ever be optional, but simply what
we do in order to be fed that we might live our faith in the
midst of the world. I probably would not have been tagged
as the priest of my class, in fact I was voted “Biggest Bop” a
word I’m sure is no longer used. At the time it meant I was
the biggest social butterfly around! Fortunately for me and
the church priests need to be very sociable. LOL.

CCC: When did you get your calling to become a priest? Was it a clear signal or
did it come to you over time? Did you accept that calling immediately or did it take
some time?
Toups: I would say the initial seeds of my vocation came when I was a young altar
server But those thoughts faded as I continued through high school and into college.
Halfway through college I had what you might call an “awakening of my faith” in which
I really experienced the reality of God’s love as an adult and thus my desire to give my
life completely to him. When I experienced this moment of deepening my faith, the
call that I had felt as a child once again flooded my mind and heart. I entered into the
seminary shortly thereafter in order to see if God was indeed calling me to the priesthood. As you can imagine, this came as quite a shock to my girlfriend, my fraternity
Bishop Robert N. Lynch with
brothers, and my old high school friends.
Msgr. David Toups
CCC: How did your time at CCC prepare you for the priesthood?
Toups: I’m very grateful that religious education was a part of every semester, it continues to remind our young people that
there are answers to their questions, and that our beautiful Catholic faith goes all the way back to Jesus Himself. I can also
remember attending daily mass a few times in the Chapel as well as being involved in
the retreats that were offered annually.
CCC: What should/could CCC and other Catholic high schools do to better prepare
students to be Catholics in today’s world? What could they do to better prepare
students for religious vocations?
Toups: We certainly need to continue to instill within them the beauty of our Catholic
faith and teach them how to pray on a daily basis. From there, we foster a spirit of
discipleship in service to those in need as Pope Francis is certainly showing each of
us. If we have young people who both know their faith and desire to serve, then their
Archbishop Vigano, Msgr. Roberto
vocations will naturally flow from this relationship with God.
Garza, Mrs. Lynn Toups (mother),
Vicki Sheaffer (sister), Msgr. Toups

CCC: If money were no object and you had a year to do anything you want,
what would it be?
Toups: For me, money is no object. I probably make less than any of my classmates as a priest, but my call to a life of
simplicity reminds me that I am not in need of anything. If anything, time is my real problem. But if I had a year off, I
think I would go to a Third World country and spend time ministering and learning from the poor. In fact, I am bringing
a group of seminarians to Haiti for our spring break for a mission experience.
CCC: As a priest, what activity is the most meaningful to you?
Toups: We say that it is not so much about what you do, but simply about being a priest. I simply love being a “spiritual
father” to all those around me. Part of “simply being a priest” is feeding my spiritual family daily by celebrating mass,
which is an extra-ordinary gift that Jesus left us. Also, He has called me to bring healing and reconciliation to those in
need, and so hearing confessions is also a tremendous moment of seeing God work in people’s lives.
CCC: Following your ordination, what were your initial goals as a priest?
Toups: My only goal, and it continues to be so, is to strive to be the best that I can be and to help as many people get
to Heaven as possible.
CCC: Do you feel you are most effective leading the seminary, on the national front with the US Conference of
Bishops, as an author or as a parish priest? Why?
Toups: We believe that there is a great providence in the way God works in our lives. I can see that each of my
assignments have been building blocks; not obstacles with divergent results and aims, but foundations laid that have
helped me to do my job and live my life with greater joy. For instance, working for the bishops in Washington, D.C.
exposed me to visiting various seminaries and dioceses around the country and it also exposed me to working with
committees of Bishops. Well, my job today is to take the best of all that I learned from the various seminaries as
well as working intimately with the seven bishops of the State of Florida to help prepare their men for ordination
to the priesthood. At the time I did not realize how handy either of these experiences would be.
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Msgr. David Toups (2nd row, center) with seminarians at the St.Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary

CCC: What does it mean to you to be a Catholic?
Toups: It means, most importantly, being in relationship with the God who loves us. Jesus gave us one
Church 2000 years ago, and it is a great blessing to
belong to this spiritual family which helps keep each
of us on the path of salvation. It is not a church of
perfection, because that does not exist, but it is a
sure path that leads us closer to Christ through
the Word of God and the Sacraments of our faith.
We should each be proud of our Catholic heritage
in which we educate more children around the
world, care for the sick, shelter the homeless, and
share the Good News more than any other institution that has ever existed. We are a church filled Chris Oman, Christine (Kovanis) Oman ’89, Msgr. Toups,
with both Saints and sinners, and we reflect upon Paul Ryan ’89, Ken Griﬃn ‘89
that statement when we realize that at different
times we fall into both categories… that is why
we need God and His Church!

CCC'S CORE VALUES
Valuing Service ~
We consider service to others an
essential dimension of the spiritual
and moral development of each
person. We actively encourage one
another to serve those within and
beyond the school community by
generously sharing our God-given
talents.
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CCC: What is your advice to those seeking a vocation for priesthood, particularly those of high school age?
Toups: First of all, be not afraid! I love being a priest and if God is calling one of
our young men, first of all it is important to know that it is a joyful loving way
of spending oneself for others. That’s important; they need to know we have joy.
Secondly, all of our young people need to know the importance of daily prayer
and silence. As Mother Teresa was fond of saying, "In the silence of the heart,
God speaks.” There is so much noise all around our young people that we need to
teach and foster within a listening heart. From that prayerful and listening heart,
as well as fostering discipleship, God’s call will be made manifest. Priesthood is
a great adventure and certainly not a boring life as many people might imagine.

“It is an absolute honor
and a sacred privilege
to serve our men and
women who are defending our freedoms, and to
contribute a little something back to them for
the freedoms I enjoy. To
be able to worship freely
in this country comes
at a cost. I am grateful to those in the past
and present who defend
my freedom to worship
freely.”
- Chaplain Cannon

Chaplain (Col.) Robert Cannon '70
Chaplain (Col.) Robert Cannon, a 1970 graduate of Clearwater
Central Catholic High School, currently serves as chaplain at
Travis Air Force Base in California and as a consultant to the U.S.
Catholic bishops’ pro-life office. Fr. Bob was ordained in 1978, has
a degree in canon law and has served as a military chaplain for 22
years. Prior to being called to active duty by the U.S. Air Force,
Fr. Bob served as rector of Epiphany Cathedral in the Diocese of
Venice (Florida).
In his time as a military chaplain he served at Bolling Air Force
Base in Washington and later was one of two chaplains at the
Dover Air Force Base (Delaware) Charles C. Carson Center for
Mortuary Services where he prayed over the remains of U.S.
military personnel being returned from Iraq and ministered to
mortuary workers as they prepared those bodies for a final trip
home. He has said he views his ministry as putting the spiritual
works of mercy into action, especially the admonition to pray for
the living and the dead. While dealing with death, Fr. Bob has said his work has deepened
his respect for life. “Life is a gift. You understand how fleeting life is and how precious it is.”
Before being assigned to Travis Air Force Base, Fr. Bob served as the command chaplain of the Joint Area Support Group in Baghdad, Iraq where, in addition to working in
the chaplain office located in one of Saddam Hussein’s former palaces, he travelled to several locations in Iraq to celebrate Mass and hear confessions for the troops and civilians.
Credits:
http://connection.ebscohost.com/c/articles/16320201/tending-his-flock
http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/20040618b.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A26243-2004Jul3.html

Father Tom Madden ‘73

CCC'S CORE
VALUES
Embodying Respect ~
We seek to create a
diverse student body
where every student is
treated with dignity and
as a unique child of God.
We foster a caring and
respectful climate within
each classroom and the
school at large.

CCC: Tell us a little bit about your time at CCC.
Madden: CCC was a great experience in growing toward adulthood.
I experienced great friendships which have lasted to the current day.
It was a great transition from parochial school. In many ways, the
education was well above public school standards so the college bound
mentality was ingrained in me early. I was appreciative of the cast of
characters which made up the faculty at the time (remember I graduated in 1973 so those 4 years comprise some very interesting people, to
say the least.), I also found that the commitment to education varied
from student to student and teacher to teacher. To misuse a word here,
I began to “individuate” and realize that we were all unique human beings.
CCC: When did you get your calling to become a priest? Was it a clear signal or did it come to
you over time? Did you accept that calling immediately or did it take some time?
Madden: I became aware of the calling in the Fall of my Junior year. My older brother, Mike, had
been killed in a boating accident that May. (He was the first CCC Alumnus to die.) The grief
was overwhelming but in the midst was also a lot of serious connection with my questions about
and to God. This developed some spirituality. I did have a faculty member who became a great
mentor in helping me triage the grief from the vocation. Once that was named as a possibility, I
was committed to inquiring about every aspect of priesthood. I really did not accept the calling
formally until Senior year and in Spring 1973 made the application that led to acceptance to a
college seminary.
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CCC: How did your time at CCC prepare you for the priesthood?
Madden: Having Mass, prayers in the classroom, crucifix in every classroom were “unconscious” things which I now know had a consistent influence on me. The fact that religion was
taught and there was a lot of time in Jr/Sr years for asking open-ended questions and maturing
in faith was very helpful.
CCC: As a priest, what activity is the most meaningful to you?
Madden: Probably, the two most important – intertwined - are “end of life” issues and ministries
that involve that as well as doing funerals which are probably the best teaching moments for
priests with people’s attention to serious pain and questions.
CCC: What is your advice to those seeking a vocation for priesthood, particularly those of high
school age?
Madden: Wait until well after high school to give yourself time to mature, experience Life and
grow spiritually; be in contact with a happy and effective priest; take advantage of retreats sponsored by the Diocese of St. Petersburg.

Father Isaac Francis Ross '82
Father Issac Francis (Christopher) Ross is a Servant
Father (superior) of the Family of Jesus the Healer
community in Chaclacayo, Peru.
CCC: When did you get your calling to become a priest?
Was it a clear signal or did it come to you over time? Did
you accept that calling immediately or did it take some
time?
Ross: My calling to the priesthood had its first rude awakening when I was in a personal, academic crisis getting my master's degree in EE at UF. I was
then working for the Air Force as a civil engineer and was given full scholarship and pay to get
my master's and I was ashamed, depressed, and angry that I was not producing although I was
studying my head off. I was in St. Augustine's Church between classes on my knees begging from
the heart that God would help me out of the hole I was in. I told him, "If you get me out of this,
I will become a Prie, . . .a Pr, . . .a . . .NOOO." I did not want to make a promise to God which I
would later not want to fulfill. I decided instead to make a deal with Him. "If you can make me
want to be a priest, then I will do so because then I would want to do it." I thought I had found
my way out and forgot about the deal. Within three years, God had lead me into an excellent
prayer group where I had learned the importance of a personal prayer life, the reading of the
Bible, and the joy of service to others. Finally I found that I had a desire to become a priest. It was
truly remarkable to me as I had put all my efforts into preparing for a biological family.
CCC: What should/could CCC and other Catholic high schools do to better prepare students
to be Catholics in today’s world? What could they do to better prepare students for religious
vocations?
Ross: Teach clearly the sense of moral responsibility with clarity on what the Church teaches and
how to present it too others with loving compassion and not with triumphal arrogance. First and
foremost would be to promote the personal relationship with God in prayer while respecting
those students that come from other faiths. If this is done well, I believe vocations will naturally
be recognized.
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Confession...“It is the
Act of Love that goes so
far beyond the type of
love that television or
internet love can offer.”
- Fr. Ross

CCC: As a priest, what activity is the most meaningful to you?
Ross: For me it is Confession and prayers for interior healing afterwards. So many people are carrying deep traumatic wounds in their hearts. Guilt and shame for things they have done or which
others have done to them. I love to guide them in prayer so that they can really experience in their
hearts the Divine hug which is an embrace that brings such peace and healing. It is the Act of Love
that goes so far beyond the type of love that television or internet love can offer.
CCC: What is your advice to those seeking a vocation for priesthood, particularly those of high
school age?
Ross: I would say first off they should start a serious prayer life. Praying a fixed amount of time
every day and that one should confess regularly and have a spiritual director (could be your confessor) who helps you along in the spiritual life. One should read above all the Bible and some classical
books on the spiritual life (for example St. Francis de Salles' book on "An Introduction to the Devout Life.") Finally one should be helping out in their parish in some way or volunteering in service
to the poor. The priority of all is one's prayer life because it is in growing closer to God as Father in
the heart that one can truly recognize a vocation.

Msgr. Stanley Deptula '88
After attending Our Lady of Lourdes Grade School, Dunedin, I studied at
CCCHS from 1984-1988. I entered Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in
Winona, MN immediately after high school. I was studying for the Diocese of
St. Petersburg initially but later transferred to the Diocese of Peoria, IL. I finished my theological studies at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia
and was ordained a priest of the Diocese of Peoria in 1996. About four years
ago, I was named a “chaplain to his holiness” with the title Monsignor.
While at CCCHS, I was very involved in the newspaper and literary
magazine, eventually serving as co-editor in chief of both publications. I was also involved
in a number of other activities including the Respect Life Club and National Honor Society.
Outside of CCCHS, I was very active in my home parish, Our Lady of Lourdes, Dunedin.
I was an altar server right up until I left for college. I was also a leader in our parish
youth group, active in the Antioch and Cor retreats which were very popular throughout that area at that time. I also served on the diocesan youth ministry committee.
I recall very well receiving my “calling” while serving on the altar in the 7th grade. Immediately
after Holy Communion, I remember several instances of being convicted that God was calling me
to be a priest. This initial sense of a vocation was strengthened at several youth retreats and service
trips. By the time of my Confirmation in 8th grade, I had a real sense of where God was leading me.

"A Catholic identity
may be subtle in a math
class or more obvious in
a theology class, but it
charges the entire atmosphere of the campus."
- Msgr. Deptula

I am a strong believer in the value of Catholic schools. A faithfully Catholic school creates a culture
of the faith that helps to bring God into every aspect of a student’s life. A Catholic identity may be
subtle in a math class or more obvious in a theology class, but it charges the entire atmosphere of
the campus. I know that my own vocation to the priesthood was strongly fostered by the witness
of some wonderful Catholic teachers at CCCHS -- and not all of them taught religion. Being very
involved in high school journalism, I spent many long hours after school working on the newspaper.
During this time, it was common to have a deep conversation with Mrs. Ellen Figgarotta, the newspaper advisor. She was just one of many teachers who taught me a lot by the witness of their faith.
I also credit a lot of my love for the Church to the Sisters of Notre Dame who taught me both in
grade school and at CCCHS. Sr. Mary Louis Ann, my teacher for second grade and therefore First
Communion, and Sister Mary Deborah at CCCHS have made lasting impressions. I remember
them in prayer every day.
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As so many priests in the modern age, I have more than one “full time job.” I am currently the rector
of the Cathedral of St. Mary and the pastor of St. Bernard Church in Peoria. I am also the director
of Divine Worship for the Diocese of Peoria. And, I am the executive director of the Archbishop
Fulton Sheen Foundation, the promoter of the cause for Sainthood of this famous American
priest who was highly influential in the mid-20th century. I have a very diverse ministry, but I
find the work of “making a saint” especially exciting. I hear stories every day of how Archbishop
Sheen continues to change lives and to lead others to an experience of God’s love. He inspires
me to be a better priest and his cause for canonization certainly makes me want to be a saint too.

Fr. Joel Kovanis ‘86
Father Joel Kovanis was ordained as a Roman Catholic Priest in 1994.
Presently, he is the Pastor of Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Sun
City, Florida. During his 19 years in the priesthood, Father Kovanis
has had a variety of assignments including high school religion
teacher at St. Petersburg Catholic High School and Pastor of Blessed
Sacrament Catholic Church in Tampa.
CCC: What extra-curricular activities were you involved with in high
school? What free-time activities do you enjoy now?
Kovanis: I tried to be a part of a variety of groups with different
students. Sister Mary Deborah was a great moderator for the Respect Life Group and we were able
to participate in many events sponsored by the diocese. The Key Club was another opportunity for
service. There is very little free time now, but I enjoy reading and visiting with family and friends.
CCC: What was your involvement with the Church during high school? Were you voted “Most
likely to become a priest?”
Kovanis: I was involved in my parish youth group and was an altar server. The religion teachers at
Central were great role models in the faith. I often think about the example of simplicity given by
the Sisters and Mr. Gallagher.
CCC: How did your time at CCC prepare you for the priesthood?
Kovanis: The example of the Sisters of Notre Dame in grade school and high school made a positive
impact on me. I admired their dedication and sense of calling to make a difference in the life of
another by following Christ so completely. At Central there were opportunities for Mass and
confession, retreat days and many service groups to put into practice what we studied in class.
CCC: What should/could CCC and other Catholic high schools do to better prepare students to be
Catholics in today’s world? What could they do to better prepare students for religious vocations?
Kovanis: Grounding students and families in our Judeo / Christian heritage is critically important.
The modern world seems to have lost memory of its roots. I would encourage our schools to be
confident that we have the firmest of foundations in Christ and in His Church and not to try to be
faddish or succumb to modernity’s contempt for tradition. Religious vocations emerge when one
is secure in his identity in Christ.
CCC: What does it mean to you to be a Catholic?
Kovanis: To have the heart and mind of Christ. To be more and more like Him by daily service
and care.
CCC: If money were no object and you had a year to do anything you want, what would it be?
Kovanis: To return to mission areas that I’ve visited over the years and see how I could be of service.
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"Religious vocations
emerge when one is
secure in his identity in
Christ."
- Fr. Kovanis

Mr. Andy Shannon
Director of Campus Ministry

Know Your Story; Share Your Story
There is an old line that “you can’t give what you don’t have!” This relates to love, especially
God’s love, and I believe it is a crisis in our world and in our church that many people do not feel
they are worthy of love. “For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son so that everyone
who believes in him might not die but might have eternal life” (John 3:16). This most famous
of all Scripture verses reminds all of us of the value that God sees in each and every one of us.
The starting point for the Christian life and for Christian ministry is that we are loved beyond
compare. That is our story and before you can share that story you have to know deep down
that God loves you!
Here at Clearwater Central Catholic High School for over 50 years now the Mission of the School remains to know that we
are loved by God and that we are invited by God to share His love with as many people as possible. Everyone has a part to
play in this Great Act of Building God’s Kingdom here on Earth. Our current student body is formed and developed with the
idea that we have vocations; that is, we all have unique ways of participating in and building up God’s Kingdom. For many
of us, that vocation might take shape in the context of
marriage. For others, it will be the single life that God
will call them to live out. Some of our students will
be called to serve God and Kingdom in the context
of priesthood and/or vowed religious life. Wherever
God calls, our hope is that our young people will feel
courageous enough to respond affirmatively. To that
end, we work closely with the Diocesan Vocations
Office and its Director, Father Carl Melchior, to ensure
that Priesthood and Religious Life is and remains a
viable choice for all CCC students to consider.
The continued hope is that students here at CCC are
reminded several times throughout the day of the love
God has for them through the person of Jesus Christ. Prayer begins and ends our day at CCC. Our Chapel, in the heart of our
campus, is open every day while school is in session for students and staff to drop by and pay a visit to Our Lord. Eucharistic
celebrations are held monthly on Holy Days or other Feast Days and students are encouraged to serve and minister within the
Liturgy. Students experience an Annual Retreat Day where it is encouraged to pull back from the norm and to concentrate
on their relationship with God and neighbor. Additionally, students are invited to be good stewards of their time, talents and
treasures by participating in our weekly Mission Thursday collections, Student Community Service Program and our seasonal
collections of food and clothes for impoverished brothers and sisters.
All of these moments in time are again opportunities for students to
know their stories and to share their stories.
A Bishop in a northern diocese, when referencing Catholic schools,
proclaimed a powerful legacy when he shared, “We teach because
we are Catholic not necessarily because our students are Catholic.”
Teaching is at the heart of Jesus’ ministry and Catholic schools are at
the heart of the Church’s mission to proclaim God’s Kingdom here on
Earth. We realize at CCC that we have a growing population of nonCatholic students. Although our goal is to always evangelize not proselytize, we welcome the involvement of our non-Catholic brothers and
sisters on campus and we are overjoyed to witness them participating
fully in the spiritual life of their school. All of the opportunities that are afforded our Catholic students are also made available
to our non-Catholic brothers and sisters. The hope is that the diversity of gifts on campus will unify all of us in Knowing Our
Story of God’s love and Sharing Our Story of God’s love for all.
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A Message from the Alumni
relations coordinator

Dear CCC alums!!
Well, this year has just been
incredible. Our fall sports
had very successful seasons,
especially our girls volleyball
& boys football. Our girls
volleyball team made it to the Final Four and despite a loss
in the state semi-finals the alumni support was evident
and much appreciated by the team. The Marauder football team made it to the State Championship game for the
first time in school history, and the only Pinellas County
team to advance this year! Once again, the Marauder
Nation was there to share its support with alumni from the
1960’s through the 2000’s traveling from all over the state
for the game. Check out Facebook for photos from the
pre-game alumni tailgate party and the game. One alumni
of note was Michael Gibson, class of 1998, who purchased
several billboards leading into Orlando welcoming CCC
to the city and exclaiming support for the Marauders. He
also hosted the team the night before for dinner and an
Orlando Solar Bears hockey game in his corporate suite
at the Amway Center making it a memorable night for
the team.
It is alumni support like this that has helped CCC stay
the outstanding school that it is. I’ve been three years at
this job now and the increase in alumni support has been
well-noted and very much appreciated by the students,
parents, faculty and staff. The buzz about CCC has been
phenomenal this year and is a result of the foundation
built over decades of generous support from our alumni
and families.
While alumni support and involvement has increased over
the last three years, did you know that only 2.3% of our
alumni give to the Central Catholic Fund? I know what
you’re saying right now. “I already give to my church, my
college and to some other charities, why should I give to
my high school?” While you were a student at CCC, the
support of alumni before you and their families helped
provide the facilities and programs from which you
benefited. Academic offerings such as the International
Baccalaureate Program, on-campus Dual Enrollment and
programs for students with learning differences would
not have been possible without alumni support. The
Cavallaro Gym in the late 1960’s, the McLaughlin Center
(cafeteria) in 1979, the multi-purpose “600’s” building in
1988, the Margaret Doyle Carter Science Building in 2002
and the new Marauder Field in 2012, to name a few, were
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built with the help of generous alumni support. By the
way, we’ve lost only one home football game on that new
field!
To keep CCC strong, growing and competitive, we need
your support. So many of you write me about your post
high school academic and career successes. You are doctors, nurses, dentists, attorneys, teachers, business owners,
entrepreneurs, engineers, restaurateurs, writers and more.
Without fail, you attribute your successes to the strong
foundation you received at CCC. Your contribution to the
Central Catholic Fund will provide that same foundation
to CCC students today and into the future. Large or small,
every gift counts. If each alumnus were to give just $20
each, CCC would thrive as never before.
Please join me today in supporting CCC by making a gift
to the Central Catholic Fund.
And keep those letters, emails and phone calls coming. I
love hearing from you and am so proud of all of you. GO
MARAUDERS!
With gratitude,
Bill "Coach" Gasper

Let me hear from you at ccchsalumni@ccchs.org.
Keep me updated on your aCCComplishments, good
news, marriages and babies. I love hearing and sharing
your good news. Make sure you keep me updated on
your address, phone and email too.
Check us out on the Clearwater Central Catholic High
School Alumni Association Facebook page, join us on
LinkedIn and follow Marauder athletics on Twitter. Just
scan the codes below.

Facebook

Twitter

LinkedIn

WHY I SUPPORT THE
CENTRAL CATHOLIC FUND
John Chiavacci '06
Personal Trainer/Strength Coach Specialist
I chose to support the Central Catholic Fund at CCC at this time because I felt it was
time to give something back to my high school to say thank you for the job the teachers,
staff and faculty did for me while I was there. After being away from CCC, I realized
how much of an impact the community there had on my life and how much of an
impact it has played on me since graduating in 2006. I wanted to stay connected to CCC
by paying it forward; giving something back to the school that current and future students at CCC can benefit from.
I would encourage all alumni of CCC to support the Central Catholic Fund because being a graduate from CCC is not
just about having a high school diploma; it's about being a part of a family for 4 years that you created a
special bond to, a place where you made life long friends, and the school that prepared you
for the years beyond high school. It is such a good feeling knowing that
I am now in a place where I can support my former
school and see it grow in the years
to come.
Great to hear from you and know
I’ll continue to be supportive of you and your work.
Over the next year or two I’ll be able to be more generous. I want to give back to CCC and
continue to do so because of what I’ve received from the school and because I believe in the
school’s cause. The transition to higher education was seamless and my high school experience is
a part of who I am today. Living in the local area I’m proud to tell my colleagues I went to CCC.

James Skorczewski, '00
Chief Cardiologist Fellowship
Largo Medical Center/Bay Pines VA
Kathy Nicols '77
Physical Therapist, retired
I am thankful for my education in the Catholic School System. My children went to Catholic
schools here in Jacksonville. I feel that the overall surroundings in the school were much more
favorable than a public school.
I wish public schools were different, but they’re not. I want to see Catholic schools continue to
thrive and for families to be able to continue to afford them. Donations help keep the tuition
down and may fund some extra things the school needs. I also just loved high school and all that
I experienced and I feel the need to support my school.

WHY SUPPORT THE CENTRAL CATHOLIC FUND?
Your generosity makes the dream of a Clearwater Central Catholic High School education possible for
many - and extraordinary for all. Since tuition does not cover all of the school's expenses, your gift can
help us fulfill critical program priorities.
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Clearwater Central Catholic High School inducted six individuals into the Athletic
Hall of Fame on Friday, January 24 during halftime of the standing-room-only
CCC vs Northside Christian home basketball game. The evening started with a
reception for inductees and their families in the White Family Center for the Arts.
Following the reception the inductees proceeded to the Cavallaro Gymnasium to
be formally introduced and recognized.

Hall of Fame Inductees for 2013-2014
John "Jay" Davis, Jr. '01
Phyllis (Flynn) Fair '82
John "Matt" Marquardt '86
Brian Riley '98
Kari Weniger '04
Coach Gary Zimmerman

From l to r: John Davis, Phyllis (Flynn) Fair, John "Matt" Marquardt,
Brian Riley, Kari Weniger, Gary Zimmerman

*Inductee Jay Davis was unable to attend. His father, CCC head
football coach John Davis, accepted on his behalf.
To read bios on each inductee go to the Alumni page at
www. CCCHS.org.
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STADIUM PROJECT UPDATE
Phase I

of the Stadium Project has been completed and included
a new stadium game surface, synthetic power blade sport turf for sport
activities and recreational use. Resurfacing of the track and field competition areas with new striping to accommodate six competition lanes to
host home meets. New fencing /gates were placed around the track to
secure control of competition areas and to protect the students-athletes.
The old Scoreboard was replaced with a new board which was placed in
a different location for a better view from the bleachers.

Phase II

is currently being
planned that will enhance the total fan experience. This phase would
be the development of the main entrance to the field; the “Walk of
Champions”; new bleachers with seating for 1,100; new press box to support game operations; enhanced concession, restrooms, and ticket sales
areas; and an entertainment event area inside the stadium complex. Two
new storage buildings will be built to support the stadium and baseball
facilities.
With these enhancements to the stadium complex facilities, new
programs that benefit students can be created in athletics, health,
wellness and intramural activities. Although the goal is simple and
straightforward, results are not easily attained without involving
multiple constituencies in this effort. Every effort will be made to
do just that. In the end, this effort can and will move a variety of
multiple constituencies closer in interest and support of the athletic and philanthropic need facing Clearwater Central Catholic in
the years ahead.
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ALUMNI
EVENTS

Alumni Homecoming
Tailgate Party
October 10, 2014
Cavallaro Gym

Alumni Athletic
Hall of Fame Induction

October 17, 2014
Halftime of the football game

❁ In Memoriam ❁
Mary Lou Behler, grandmother of freshman Jake Behler.
Nick Cavallaro, former CCC athletic director, coach and teacher; father of alumni Daniel ’73, Gerald ’74, Ted ’75 and
Victoria ’78; and grandfather of Ryan Cavallaro ’01.
Ann Clark, mother of alumni Peter ‘80, Raymond ‘82, Maura (Clark) Weins ‘78 and John ‘76, and their brother
Charles.
Jim Fregosi, father of alumni Lexi Fregosi ’13, Rob Fregosi ’08 and Nicole Fregosi ’07.
Marlene Mahoney, mother of alumni Colleen Mahoney ‘74, Marreen (Mahoney) Majer ‘75 and Shareen (Mahoney)
McNie ‘76; and the grandmother of alumni Brittney Majer ‘08 and Brett Majer ‘05.
Bonnie Mattox, grandmother of alumni Chris ’02, Danny ’04, Brianna ’06, Molly ’08, Rhett ’11, Tara ’13; current CCC
junior Hunter ’15 and incoming freshman Autumn ’18.
George D. McDonald, brother of CCC Theology teacher Melanie Kling and uncle of alumni Caitlin Kling ‘07 and
Kevin Kling ‘10.
Timothy O’Brien, father of CCC social studies teacher Regi Winer and alumni Brianne (O’Brien) Fratis ’86, Tara
O’Brien ’88, Kristin (O’Brien) Molloy ’84 and Kathleen (O’Brien) Duchesneau ’88.
Elisa Toro, daughter of CCC Facilities director Charles Toro.
Charles Wight, father of junior Jacob Wight.
Kyle Wilson '99, brother of Robert '05 and Gary '91.
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Alumni Reunion 2014

Alumni Reunion Weekend
Classes of 1964, 1974, 1984, 1994, 2004
Saturday, July 26
All Class Reception & Campus Tour
6:00 p.m. @ CCC
- Reunion Coordinators Class of 1964 Toni (Hull) Granese - tgfsu@tampabay.rr.com
Class of 1974 Kate (Graham) Daley - kate@thedaleys.com
Class of 1984 Lori (Keating) Mendelsohn - lmendels4@gmail.com
Class of 1994 Erin (Shaw) Street - e.shawstreet@gmail.com
Class of 2004 Lauren Montali - Lauren.Montali@lifelinkfound.org
Registration information and ticket prices will soon be available online.

~ Reunion 2013 ~
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