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Making a Difference

What is Annual Giving?  Annual giving is the basis of a comprehensive advancement program in any school. It helps sustain 
programs and activities that are not covered by tuition.  Simply, annual giving is the best way possible for parents, alumni, 
grandparents, parents of alumni and friends to help make a financial difference in the future of Clearwater Central Catholic 
High School.  Your investment on an annual basis through a contribution to the Central Catholic Fund, at a level that you are 
comfortable with, will help raise necessary funds for important school objectives.

Why is Annual Giving necessary?  CCC needs and deserves your support.  Our Central Catholic Fund is necessary to sustain 
the life of the school through enriched academic and student programs, as well as faculty support.  Tuition can not cover all of 
the goals that we would like to achieve.  Therefore, a charitable tax-deductible gift gives the best opportunity for all including 
other constituents to support our efforts at CCC.  Truly, your gift is a vote of confidence in CCC, our faculty, our staff, and all 
who are trying their best for the school.

Why not just raise tuition, rather than solicit gifts?  Although raising tuition is necessary each year and would generate 
a certain level of revenue, we know it will not solve the on-going needs the school faces.  Besides, in order to generate the 
total support necessary to just meet our cost to educate each child, we would have to assess each family in excess of $2,500 
to cover our overall operating costs.  Additionally, most schools and other non-profits rely upon an annual giving model to 
sustain their programs.  This affords an opportunity for all constituencies: parents, alumni, grandparents, parents of alumni 
and friends to help support the mission of the school at a level they feel comfortable with through their annual gift.  It also 
provides a tax-deductible charitable gift opportunity for each donor.

Isn’t my support of the fundraisers enough?  The monies generated through these fundraisers help to support the life of the 
school, but do not offer enough support to meet what we are trying to accomplish for our children at CCC.

Who is being asked to participate?  All constituencies will be asked to make an annual gift to the Central Catholic Fund: 
Advisory council members, parents, grandparents, alumni, parents of alumni and friends.

What are gift societies?  Gift societies are a method or approach to securing a number of gifts at all levels.  If our Central 
Catholic Fund is to be successful, it must reflect the balance between leadership gifts and broad participation.  Gift societies 
provide an opportunity for all donors to be recognized and acknowledged at the level of their generosity to CCC.  We expect 
different gifts from different people, but gifts from everyone!

What is Clearwater Central Catholic High School Society?  The Clearwater Catholic High School Society is a formal organiza-
tion of lead benefactors to the Central Catholic Fund.  Membership in the Society is open to all individuals and companies 
who make a minimum gift of $1,000 to one of five leadership categories.  The Clearwater Central Catholic High School Society 
is an expression of leadership support and appreciation for all that Clearwater Central Catholic High School has to offer.

How long do I have to pay my pledge?  The Central Catholic Fund has been designed to afford donors an opportunity to 
pay their pledge on an annual basis anytime before June 30.  Installment giving provides a vehicle for each donor to maxi-
mize their gift by scheduling their contribution in smaller and more convenient increments.  The school will mail a pledge 
reminder to you in advance of any installment you may have chosen. 

What are matching gifts and will I get credit for them with my pledge?  Matching gifts are gifts that an employer will give 
annually to an educational institution or other non-profits as an employee benefit by matching the gift made by an employee 
on a 1:1, 2:1, or 3:1 basis.  In the Central Catholic Fund, we will give full credit to the donor for any gift they make as well as 
any  match their employer makes.  In many cases, this can be a wonderful way to increase your gift to a higher gift society.  For 
example, a gift of $250 from a donor, matched by their employer on a 1:1 basis for an additional $250, will credit the donor 
with a $500 gift to CCC.  Simply ask your employer about their matching gift program and forward the company form along 
with your gift and CCC will do the rest.  Your spouse may qualify for a matching gift as well.  Restrictions do apply on some 
gifts, but certainly ask your human resources department for information on qualifying gifts.

Is my donation tax-deductible?  Gifts to CCC may be tax-deductible to the fullest extent provided by law and may be made 
in the form of cash, a check, or stock transfer.

Why CCC?  At a time when there are many requests for your charitable dollar, you may ask: Why CCC?  The answer is simply 
twofold: CCC is worth your additional investment because what could be more important than a child’s education.  Secondly, 
in a school with our unique mission, your gift to CCC will truly make a difference in the life of our school.


