
Living Faith

Fr. Robert Cannon 
Class of 1970

Fr. Bob was filled with doubts when he was thinking about becoming a priest 
in his senior year. He remembers asking CCC Coach John Ash (who was not 
a Catholic and not known for being overly religious) what he thought about him 
becoming a priest. Coach Ash looked him right in the eye, and as only a coach 
can with all sincerity, he quietly said to him, “You would make a good priest.” 
His words gave Fr. Bob an inner dose of confidence to enter the seminary.  “I 
doubt that Coach Ash had any idea how much his words meant to me. Some 
wise person said, “You only grow and stand tall in life if your roots run deep. 
How true, how true. Today, Clearwater Central Catholic remains one of those 
deep roots, still supporting me in life.” When asked why he thought it was 
essential to stay connected to CCC, Fr. Bob said, “I have a debt of gratitude 
to all of those teachers and classmates at CCC that were part of my young 
adulthood.  I would not have been able to accomplish what I have done without 
their influence and support.”

After ordination on May 13, 1978, Fr. Bob served at St. Cecelia Catholic 
Church. In his second pastoral assignment, he was named the pastor He 
remembers feeling torn when Cardinal Mooney played against CCC on the 
same fields that he played on as a former Marauder.
 
As a diocesan priest, he was commissioned as a chaplain in the U.S. Air 
Force Reserves in 1986 while studying in Rome, Italy. He was mobilized in 
2003, leaving the Diocese of Venice for the War in Iraq.  At the request of 
the Air Force Chief of Chaplains, he transitioned from the reserves to active 
duty until his retirement in June 2016. Since retiring with the rank of colonel 
in 2016, Fr. Bob has been on assignment to the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, USA, in Washington, DC. He remains a priest of the Diocese of 
Venice in Florida.

  
 



Valuing Service

 
Class of 1977

As a Marauder, Carl lettered in basketball on the 1976 State Champions and 
1977 State semi-final teams. He was named to the First Team All Suncoast 
and First Team All-State. Carl is a member of the Marauder Athletic Hall of 
Fame. 

After CCC, Carl continued his education at the U.S. Naval Academy receiv-
ing a Bachelor of Science in Engineering and later at Marymount University, 
receiving a master’s in business administration. Carl served 28 years in the 
US Navy attaining the rank of Captain. He commanded a Guided Missile 
Frigate, conducting strategic operations in the Western Pacific with allies 
from six countries. Subsequently, Carl commanded a Destroyer Squadron 
where he led a group of five ships to Scotland to conduct coordinated war 
gaming operations with five NATO navies. His final operational tour was as 
the Chief of Staff for the SECOND FLEET, where he oversaw the training of 
all east coast deploying strike groups and the operations of approximately 
10,000 Sailors assigned to surface, aviation and sub-surface assets. When 
not at sea, Carl completed five tours of duty at the Pentagon developing and 
analyzing various elements of annual Navy budgets. He conducted Combat 
Operations during Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. 
During his distinguished career, he was awarded five Legion of Merit Medals, 
one Defense Meritorious Service Medal, four Meritorious Service Medals, four 
Navy Commendation Medals and one Navy Achievement Medal.

Carl transitioned from the Navy in 2009 and now works in business develop-
ment and operation departments for Department of Defense companies. Carl 
has served on the Board of Directors for the Surface Navy Association and as 
Chair for the American Society of Naval Engineers annual conference.  

After being away for 43 years, Carl recently returned to the Tampa Bay area 
and established his own consulting business and is volunteering as a US 
Naval Academy Admissions Blue and Gold Officer supporting CCC and other 
high schools in the area.

Capt. Carl Cramb



Inspiring Excellence

Class of 1993
As a Marauder, Claire lettered in basketball and volleyball; and is a member of the 
Marauder Athletic Hall of Fame.

After CCC, Claire spent five years as a collegiate volleyball player at the University of 
Florida where she won five SEC Championships, participated in five NCAA Tournaments 
and three Final Four Tournaments. In honor of her relentless effort, hard work and 
dedication, the UF volleyball program established the “Claire Roach Defensive Award,” 
which is still presented annually to the best defensive player on the team. She graduated 
from UF in 1997 with a Bachelor of Science degree in exercise and sports science with 
a concentration in sports management. 

Claire was the head volleyball coach at the University of South Florida for eight seasons 
(2004 – 2012) and spent seven seasons as the assistant volleyball coach (1996 - 2003). 
She was also president of the Big East Volleyball Coaches Association and a member 
of the NCAA All-American Selection Committee. Mentoring and positively impacting the 
development of young women as students, athletes and people is her passion. Over 
the years, she has been actively involved in supporting and creating local and global 
initiatives that influence sport participation, providing a platform to develop and impact 
the next generation of female leaders. 

In July 2012, Claire joined the Tampa Bay Sports Commission and was promoted to 
her current role as the Director of Special Events in 2015. Over the last seven years, 
she has served as the Tournament Manager for the 2015 NCAA DII Women’s Volleyball 
Championship, the 2015 Women’s Basketball Final Four, the 2016 NCAA Men’s Frozen 
Four, the 2016 DII Men’s and Women’s Cross Country Championships, the 2018 NCAA 
DI Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track and Field East Preliminaries and the NCAA 
DII Women’s Lacrosse Championship. In 2017, Lessinger and the Tampa Bay Local 
Organizing Committee hosted the first College Football Playoff National Championship in 
the Southeast at Raymond James Stadium. In 2018, Claire and Team Tampa Bay hosted 
a wildly successful NHL All-Star Weekend in partnership with the Tampa Bay Lightning 
and most recently Lessinger served as the Executive Director of the Tampa Bay Local 
Organizing Committee for the 2019 NCAA Women’s Basketball Final Four which record-
ed the highest all-time attendance as a three-time host (123,039 fans).  

Recognized as one of the most influential women in Tampa Bay sports by the Tampa Bay 
Times, Claire has been instrumental in piloting successful legacy programs and social 
impact initiatives like the “Beyond Series”, which focuses on gathering and empowering 
local women of influence in support of major sporting events hosted in Tampa Bay.  As 
a result, over 800 local women have participated in the Beyond Series throughout the 
years. 
 
Currently, Claire’s current title is the Vice President of Events and Chief Operating Officer 
of the Tampa Bay Super Bowl LV Host Committee. 

Active in the community, Claire serves on the Executive Boards of USF’s Women in 
Leadership and Philanthropy, Positive Coaching Alliance – Tampa Bay, University of 
Florida Eric Friedheim Tourism Institute and is a founding member of Women in Sports 
and Events Tampa Bay.  She is also an active member of the Glazer Children’s Museum 
Marketing Committee, the Saint Leo Sport Business Advisory Council and the Athena 
Society.

Claire Roach Lessinger



Embodying Respect

Dustin Henderson & 
Amanda (Strickland) Henderson 
Class of 2003

After graduating from CCC, Dustin received a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration from the Citadel and Amanda received a Bachelor of Science in 
English Education from Florida State University. Dustin currently works as a finan-
cial advisor at All Seasons Wealth and Amanda teaches English and Language 
Arts for the Pinellas County School system. 

Dustin and Amanda are passionate supporters of CCC and remaining to be active 
alums in our community. The couple initiated and continue to fund The Amanda 
(Strickland) Henderson and Dustin Henderson Scholarship, providing tuition 
assistance to CCC students who might no otherwise be able to afford a Catholic 
education. They also serve as the class of 2003’s representatives for the Ignite 
Tomorrow, Today capital campaign. 

The Henderson’s have two future Marauders, Sydney and Harper, who attend 
Holy Family Catholic School where the Henderson’s are very involved. Amanda 
serves as the secretary on the Home and School Board for Holy Family and has 
chaired several of the school’s fundraisers, while Dustin is the head of the Dad’s 
Club. Amanda also serves on the event committee for Babycycle, a nonprofit 
organization that helps families with young children in need and provides disaster 
relief. Dustin works with Friends of Raymond James, Tampa Connection, and 
Instruments 4 Life. 

When asked why they felt it was important to stay connected to CCC, they 
responded, “We both are avid supporters of education and it only makes sense to 
stay connected to the high school that gave us such a strong foundation on which 
to build our college and professional careers.  We know CCC is such a big part of 
our story and we wouldn’t be who we are today without the academics and values 
that CCC instilled in us and so many others.  We want to see CCC continue its 
legacy of providing an excellent education and Catholic values to many more 
generations that have the opportunity to walk through its doors.”

  


