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Walking, no sprinting to third period, I realize a terrible thing.  I’m going to be late.  Worse, I will most likely open the door and make my dramatic entrance right smack dab in the middle of prayer.  Prayer in the classroom is not something I always had, but it is something I quickly adapted to and soon loved.  I would never have gotten that strong connection to God anywhere else besides a Catholic school.

The teachers here at our Catholic high school don’t just quickly recite the Our Father, or the Hail Mary.  They have special prayers, ones they personally constructed or a prayer of the day.  But, it’s not only that.  It’s the fact that there is a pause between the end of our prayer and the sign of the cross for special intentions.  Special intentions have gotten me through a few hard ships the last couple of years.
Urging my fellow classmates to keep my grandmother in their thoughts and prayers as she battled cancer supported me through the rough months that followed.  Knowing that there were thirty people praying for the safety of my grandmother kept me going, because God listens especially well to young people’s prayers, and we were praying hard.  It was the comforting warmth that encompassed me, as I glanced around and saw my friends with their eyes closed mouthing the words to prayer.  There was a feeling that surged through me, telling me that everything was going to be ok.

But it’s not just prayer here at CCC that is comforting.  It’s the fact that everyone here is so very much involved in their faith.  The peer ministers are always ready with a listening ear, the life teen band delivers powerful songs and the teenagers at my school are always prepared to put aside fear and stage fright to read “Dear God” letters to the whole school, telling everyone how God has helped them through an emotional time.

Catholic school is not just uniforms and stricter rules.  It is the ability to be free in your faith.  It is the chance to express your beliefs without discrimination.  Catholic school offers you the opportunity to be yourself in a safe and secure environment.  I have grown up, from the second grade on, secure in my faith and education.  It was a smart bet when my parents placed me in Catholic school, and it will most assuredly be something I continue on with my own children.










