


ACT AND SAT

To score well on either test, it is important to understand the special features
and structure of the one you are taking. Bring a four-function, scientific or
graphing calculator to both tests. Here are some of the main distinctions:

ACT Structure

Section Questions Time Scoring
English 75 45 min. 1-36
Math 60 60 min. 1-36
Reading 40 35 min. 1-36
Science 40 35 min. 1-36
Totals 215 2 hrs. 55 min. 1-36

English Section
Content includes punctuation, grammar, usage, sentence structure, and
rhetorical skills.

Math Section
Content includes pre-algebra, elementary and intermediate algebra, coor-
dinate geometry, plane geometry, and trigonometry.

Reading Section
Content includes passages which are prose fiction, social studies, humani-
ties, and natural sciences.

Science Section
Content includes data representation, research summaries and conflicting
viewpoints from biology, earth science, chemistry, and physics.

Optional 30 Minute Writing Test which is a student produced essay and
has a separate fee. Scores will be reported as a subscore from 2-12 while
a scaled score ranging from 1-36 will be reported on the Writing and
English Test combined. Colleges want you to take this.



The Differences at a Glance

e The ACT math includes some trigonometry; the SAT does not

e The SAT questions, within a particular set, appear in order of
difficulty. This is not true on the ACT.

e The SAT has a wrong answer penalty; the ACT does not. It pays
to make an educated guess on both.

SAT Structure

Critical Reading Section

70 Min. (two 25 minute sections and one 20 minute section)
Content will include critical reading and sentence-level reading.
The item types are reading comprehension, sentence completions,
and paragraph length critical reading.

Mathematics Section

70 Min. (two 25 minute sections and one 20 minute section)
Content will include number and operations, algebra and functions,
geometry, statistics, probability, and data analysis. Item types are
multiple choice questions and student produced responses.

Writing Section

60 min. (one 25 minute section/essay, and one 35 minute section)
Content will include grammar, usage and word choice. Item types
are multiple choice and structured written essay.

Scoring
Each section will be scored using a scale of 200-800.

SAT II: SUBJECT TESTS AND FOREIGN LANGUAGE

TEST (Optional - check to see if the college you are applying to
requires you to take any of the SAT II: Subject Tests.)



ACT TEST DATES

TEST

REGISTRATION

September 12, 2009
October 24, 2009
December 12, 2009
February 6, 2010
April 10, 2010

August 7, 2009
September 18, 2009
November 6, 2009
January 5, 2010
March 5, 2010

June 12, 2010 May 7, 2010
ACT WEB SITE
www.act.org
PSAT TEST DATE
TEST REGISTRATION

October 14, 2009

through the school

SAT TEST DATES

TEST

REGISTRATION

October 10, 2009
November 7, 2009
December 5, 2009
January 23, 2010
March 13, 2010
May 1, 2010

June 5, 2010

COLLEGE BOARD WEBSITE
www.collegeboard.com

September 9, 2009
October 1, 2009
October 30, 2009
December 15, 2009
February 4, 2010
March 25, 2010
April 29, 2010



